THE CANADIAN NATION             321

number of textbooks in French in use in the French-
speaking schools might ignore to a marked degree the
history of the nine totally or largely English-speaking
provinces. On the other hand, the teaching of history
in French Canada may have, too often, a strong
tendency towards a narrow regionalism. It is not one
single textbook which will apply the necessary correc-
tive, but rather an exact idea, derived from more
orderly teaching, of what national life in Canada may
become if based on a knowledge of the rights and
duties of each individual.

For how many Canadians and, with more reason,
for how many foreigners, is the name of Canada, as
that of Europe was for Valery, only a geographic ex-
pression?    For too many Canada is a vast territory
washed by three oceans, rich in natural products of
every kind, furrowed by great rivers, a land where it is
very hot in summer and extremely cold in winter, and
where a scattered population lives, divided by language,
customs, and religion.   Canada, it has been said,1 is a
geographical   absurdity.     It   is   equally   a   political
absurdity.    If, on occasion, the idea that some Cana-
dians have of their country is less confused than this,
it is a rare thing when knowledge goes much beyond
the limits of their province, their city, or indeed their
village or patch of land.   This ignorance, or this dis-
trust of the physical realities, by too many Canadians,
is not of a kind to compromise the economic life of the
country nor, for the time being at least, will it jeopar-
dise its political life, if one takes into consideration the
peculiar character of its civil institutions and organic
laws.    But what is to become of the national life if

1 Cf. A. R. M. Lower, Colony to Nation.    Longmans Green.